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1- (withdrawn) A method ofbonding an image to a surface conxprising the steps of 

• pnntmg the image onto an image-receiving substrate; 

• applying a first side of an adhe$ive layer onto the image; 

• securing a backing layer to a second side of the adhesiv^ layer to prevent 
bonding of the second side to an unintended object; 

. detaching the backing layer from the second side aifter the first side has been 
applied to the image; 

• contacting the second side to the surface; and 

• removing the image-receiving substrate to leave the image bonded to the 
surface. 



2. (withdravm) The method of claim 1 wherein the securing step is performed before 

the applying step. 

3. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein the first side of the adhesive layer is 
printed onto the image. 

4. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherem the image is reverie-primed onto the 
image-receiving substrate, 

5. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein the image-receiving substrate is a 
substantially transparent polymeric film. 

6. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein the image-receiving substrate is 
coated with a release-finish, the image being printed onto the release-fimsh. 

7. (withdrawn) The method of claim 6 wherein the release-finish is a breakaway- 
coating that remains fastened to the image when the image-receiving substrate is removed. 
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: 8. (withdrawn) The method of claim 6 wherein the release-finish is a releas^coating 

thatremamsf^tenedtotheimage-receivingsubstxatewhenthcimase-receivingsubs^^^ 

I removed. 

9. (withdrawn) The method of claim 7 wherein the total thickness of the breakaway- 
coatmg. image and adhesive bonded to the surface is less than about 5 mUs. 

I 
I 

! 10. (withdrawn) The method of claim 9 wherein the total thickness of the breakaway- 

I coating, image and adhesive bonded to the surface is less than about 3 mils. 

I 

t ■ . 

11. (withdrawn) The method of claim 8 wherein the total thickness of the image and 



adhesive bonded to the surface is less than about 5 mils. 



I 12. (withdrawn) The method of claim 8 wherein the total thickness of the image and 

I adhesive bonded to the suifece is less than about 3 mils. 



13. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 fiirther comprising the additional step of 
coating the image bonded to the surfecc with a clear-coat. 

14. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the clear-coat is a liquid. 



15. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the thickness of the adhered 
and the clear-coat combine to substantiaUy eliminate any ta^e discernment of any edge on 

the surface. 



image 



16. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein the second side of the adhesive layer 

has low tackiness. 



17. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 further comprising, between the contacting 
and removing steps, the step of applying pressure to the image-receiving substrate to facilitate 
adhesion to the surface. 
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18. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1, wherein the surface 



is a vehicle surface. 



surface.''' ^"""'"""^ ^ » 



20. (withdrawn) The method of claim 18. wherem the surface is a ain,lane sur^e. 

21. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1. wherein the surfece is a building «n,ctu.^ 

22. (withdrawn) TTxe method of claim 21. wherein the surfece is a waU sm^ce. 

23. (withdra^^) The method of claim 21. wherein the surface is a ceiling surface. 

24. (withdrawn) method of claim 6. wherein the image, image-receiving 
substrate, release-finish and adhesive layer are mutually insoluble. 

25. (withdrawn) A transferred graphic indelibly bonded to a surface, comprising a 
composite of an image having outer and inner sides and an adhesive secured between the inner 
side and the sur&ce, and a clear-coat overlying the composite and the surface. 

26. (withdrawn) The transferred graphic of claim 25 wherein the composite has a 
breakaway-coating affixed to the outer side of the image. 

27. (Withdrawn) The transferred graphic of claim 25 wherein the total thickness of the 
composite and clear-coat is less than about 5 mils. 

28. (Withdrawn) The transferred graphic of claim 27 wherein the total thickness of the 
composite and dear-coat is less than about 3 mils. 
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29. (withdra.^,) The transferred grapMc of claim 26 wherdn the total tlnch^ess of ^ 
composite and clear-coat is less than about 5 nuls. 

30. (withdraw) transferred graphic of dahn 29 wherein the total thickness of the 
composite and clear-coat is less than about 3 mils. 

31. (withdra^vn) The transferred graphic of claim 25. wherein the ink image is 
comprised of multiple inks applied in succession to create a multi-colored image. 

32. (curremly amended) A graphic transfer sheet comprising: 

• an image-receiving substrate having first and second sides and a release-finish on the 

first side; 

• an image applied to the release-finish; 

• a pressur^sensitive adhesive layer affixed to the image, the adhesive layer and 
image having a combined thickness less than about 5 mils; and 

• a backing layer secured to the adhesive layer, 

whereby the graphic transfer sheet is used to transfer a^d secure the image and adhesive layer 
substrate-free, to a surface such that the . ' 

33. (original) The transfer Sheet ofclaim 32 wherein the imag^receivmg substrate is 

a transparent polymeric fihn. 

34. (original) The transfer sheet of claim 33 wherein the polymeric film is polyester. 

35. (original) The transfer sheet of claim 32 wherein the adhesive is a pressure- 

sensitive aciyKc adhesive. 

36. (previously presented) ^letransfer sheet ofdaim 32 wherein the backing layer is 
polyester. 
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37. (cu™«ly am«,d«i) The sheet of oWm 32 s^a^^^^u^ 

-ce,vi„g s«b,«a.e fte in^ge occur, between «:e iste.^ ^ ^ 

38-40. (canceled). 

41. (cmTently amended) The tranter sheet of claim 39 whereb the combined 
thickness of the adhesive layer [[,]] a^d image -a«d.clea«=finish- is less than about 3 mils. 

42. (previouslypresented) IT»e graphic transfer sheet of claim 32 wherein the image is 
comprised of ink, 

43. (previously presented) n,e graphic transfer sheet of claim 42 wherein the image is 
printed onto the release-finish. 

44. (previously presented) The graphic transfer sheet of claan 43 wherein the 
pressure-sensitive adhesive is printed onto the image. 

45. (cuirendy amended) The graphic t^nsfer sheet of claim 32 wherein the pressure- 
sensit^ve adhesive mplude, a s..rfi.rn .Hiirh contacts the backing layer • a t a.u.fa.e and the 
surface ofthe pressMre-sftn^itivf- adhRmg is -tew-taek- low-tg ^k 

46. (previously presented) The graphic transfer sheet of claim 32 wherein the ixn«^e- 
receavmg substrate, release-finish, image and pressure sensitive adhesive layer are mutuZ 
insoluble, ^ 

47. (previously presented) The graphic transfer sheet of claim 32 wherein the image is 
apphed directly to the release-finish. 
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Bconpnsedofmutapte inks ,0 create a multi-colored taage 

49. (prc™,„»,y xte 8«pUc sheet of data 32 ^ .fce »ul.i- 
colored xmage is picture-quality. 

50. (currently amended) A graphic transfer sheet consisting of 

• an iinag^rec^ving substrate having first and second sides and a release-finish on the 
first side; 

• an image appUed to the release-finish; 

• a pressure-sensitive adhesive layer affixed to the iniage. the adhesive layer and 
image having a combined tWclaiess less than about 5 mils; and 

• a backing layer secured to the adhesive layer 

whereby the graphic transfer sheet is used to t^er a^d secure the image and adhesive layer 
substrate-fi^e,toas»,^ce,vchthatthe,n,.p.i, ., ppnrrnH n.dvbv t.. ..y .,^ ' 

51. (previouslypresented) Thetransfer sheet of claim 50 wherein the adhesive is a 

pressure-sensitive acrylic adhesive. 

52. (previouslypresented) Thetransfer sheet of claim 50 whe«in the combined 
thickness of the adhesive layer, image and release-finish is less than about 5 mils. 

53. (previouslypresented) The transfer sheet of claim 50 wherein the combined 
ttackness Of the adh«rive layer, image and release-finish is less than about 3 mils. 

54. (previouslypresented) The graphic transfer sheet of claim 50 wherein the image is 
comprised of ink. ^ 

55. (previously presented) The grapbc transfer sheet of claim 50 wherein the image is 
printed onto the release-finish. "le image is 
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56. (previously presented) The graphic tran^r sheet of claim 50 wherein the 
pressure-sensitive adhesive is printed onto the image. 

'';,^^^'^"^^^^"^^^> ^^^^^^^transfer sheet of clai^ 
ser...ve adheswe contacts the bacldng layer at a surface and the su^^ 



58. (previously presented) The graphic transfer sheet of claim 50 wherein the imag. 



59. (prevdously presented) The graphic transfer sheet of claim 50 wherein the image is 
apphed du-ectly to the release-finish. 

60. (previouslypresented) The graphic transfer sheet of claim 50. wherein the image 
IS comprised of multiple inks to create a multi-colored image. 

61. (previously presented) Thegraphic transfer sheet of claim 60 wherein the multi- 

colored miage is picture-quality. 



62. (new) The graphic transfer sheet of claim 44 wherein the adhesive is 



acrylic. 
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63. (new) A graphic transfer sheet comprising: 

• ^^^ag^^e^^ving substrate having first and second sides^ 

• a release-finish on the first side; 

• an image bonded to the release-finish; 

. a pressure-sensitive adhesive layer alBxed to the iznage, the adhesive layer and 
unage having a combined thickness less than about 5 mUs; and 

• a backing layer secured to the adhesive layer, 

whereby the graphic transfer sheet is used to transfer a^d secure the re Wfinish, image and 
adhesive layer to a airface. 

64. (new) The graphic transfer sheet of dahn 63 wherein the combined thickness of 
the release-finish, adhesive layer and image is less than about 5 mils. 

65. (new) The graphic transfer sheet ofclaim 64 Wherein the combined thickness of 
the release-finish, adhesive layer and image is less than about 3 mils. 

66. (new) The graphic transfer sheet of claim 63 wherein the i 



rniage is comprised of 

I • j^^v^i^Tiuaiiiy muiii-coiorea unage. 



I multiple inks to create a picture-quality multi-colored : 



67. (new) The graphic transfer sheet ofdaim 66 wherein the adhesive is acryUc. 
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